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CEREMONIES & EVENTS JunctoAugusi2024

June 30 2 pm O-hα『" : Great pilrification (castmg out impurities) [map(IJ)]
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'!Great purificalion'! is lleld twice a year in June and

December. During the cerelnony, a Shinto priest

reciteS the great purification litul･gv and waves a

purification wand (a bl･anch of the Sakaki-tree) in

fronI of the participants,

July 30 9 am Meｳi-た""0-S" : Em peror Meiji Memorial Ceremony [map(a)]

In lhis Shinlo rilual cercmony. the sacrcd dancc

Meiii－Jin2u－Yamato－Maiis performed bv a Shinto
型 一 L

pl･ie5t. This dance is based oll the following !!waka'!

poem composed by Emperor Meiji: ''The spacious

sky/ sPans so serene and cleal．／soblueabove.／0h．

that our soul could grow/ to bccome as open''
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MEIII IINGU MAP

Towards Yoyogi Station

Ｏ
Ｏ

ｒ
‐
Ｏ

Ｉｅ
、

I

３
－
－
１

、
一
｝
涼
、

８
－

９
⑩
⑪
⑫

ｎ
Ｏ

Ｏ
・
ｔ 明治神宮

”MainSanctuill-y

⑭Ha1･aesh2［
、_〕

騰念．一イ

Towards Shib

Junc - Augus[ 2024

&|=Toilet

回＝ParkingA｢ea
癖 癖

｜
’ ■■

I-I Yoyogi-Kamizono-cho, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo l51-8557, Japan

T℃lephone: 03-3379-3511 (Japanese)

https ://www.meijijingu.or.j p/en/
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WAKA POETRY

composed by Emperor Meiji and Empress Shoken斤司/VELCOME TO MEIJI IINGU
＊

They excelled in writing waka (traditional Japanese poems of 31

syllables). Their feelings towards the world, the country and the people,
as well as ethical thoughts were expressed in their poems. Visitors can
draw a poem from 30 selected poems with English translation from the
!!OmikUii" box near the main shrine building. [map@1

Meiji Jingu is a Shinto shrine. Shinto is called Japan's ancient and

original religion, and it is deeply rooted in the way of Japanese life.

Shinto has no founder. no holv book、and not even the conceDt of
ジ ユ

religious conversion, but Shinto values fOr example harmony with nature

and virtues such as ､GMagokoro (sincere heart)". In ShintO, some divinity

is found as Kami (divine spirit), or it may be said that there is an

unlimited number of Kami. You can see Kami in mythology, in nature,

and in human beings・From ancient times, Japanese people have felt awe

and gratitude towards such Kami and dedicated shrines to many of them.

Meiji Jingu is dedicated to the divine souls of Emperol･Meiji and his

collsort Empl･ess S hoken (their tombs are in Kyoto) .

Emperol･ MeUj passed away ln l912 and Empress Shoken in l914. After

their demise, people wished to commemorate their vil･tLles and to

venerate them forevel･. Thanks to the sincere heart of the people, this

shrine wlth the fbrest was established on November l, 1920.

To create this forest. about 100,000 trees were donated frOm all ovel･

Japan, and planted by young volunteers. This forest was carefully

planned to make an eternal fol･est that recreates itself. Now after about

100 years it cannot be distinguished from a natural forest, inhabited by

many endangered plants and animal s .
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" NATURE AT MEIII IINGU=

The lnner Garden (Gyoe]1) is the only part
that had existed befOre the establishment

of Meiji Jingu. In fact Empero'･ Meiji
designed the iris garden: small paths, and

fishing spot specifically for Empress
Shoken in order to give her fresh energy.

Emperor Meiji (1852-1912) is the l22nd emperor of Japan, enthroned in

1 867. (The current Emperor is the l26th.）

Whell Japan was facing unprecedented conditions such as the opening of

the cOuntry to the world after its long isolation and the end of the

Tokugawa Shogunate, Emperor Meiji took the initiative to promote

friendship with othel- countries, and to adopt Western culture and

technology while preservingJapanese identity, and thus laid the

fbundations of modem Japan.

Verdure in sprin2. various kinds of flowers in summer,autumn
ユ －工

leaves, and snow in winter give inexhaustible charms to the garden
all the year round.

At the beginning of June, the irises start to blossom, and they are in
full bloom around the mid-June. There are about l50 species/1,500

roots with flowers. [mapq
Hours: June: 8 am to 5 pm (Sat./Sun. until 6 pm), July/August: 9 am to 4:30 pm

（|astadmission30mlnutesprlortoclosinq）

Admission:￥500(ascontributionformaintenance）

Empress Shoken (1850-1914) not only supported the Emperol･ behind

the scenes but also devoted herself to promoting national welfare and

women's education. She was also concerned about world affairs, and she

donated fund, named aftel･ hel･ @｡Empress Shoken Fund", to the

International Red Cross，which is being used for internatiOnal welfare

activities until todaV.
学

Q MEIﾘI IINGU MUsEUMm
The Meiji Jingu Museum was opened to mark the lOOth anniversary
of the fOunding of Meli Jingu in 2020. lt was designed by architect
Kuma Kengo, who also designed 'Ibkyo's New National Stadium.

Wood is an important feature of Kuma's design, and this museum
1sno exceptlon・The museum displays articles used by or associated
with Emperor Meiji and Empress S hoken in 3,200 square meters of
displaySpace spread over two floors. The museum holds
exhibitions that aim to deepen understanding of Meiji Jingu and
Japanese culture. Imapq
Hours： 10amto4:30pm(Iastadmission4pm）

CIosed： Thursdavs(openonThu｢sdavsthatfallonnationaIholidays）

DurinqexhibitionInstallation

Admission;AduIts;\1000／Highschoolstudentsoryounger:\900/Groupsof20or
more:\900／PreschoolchiIdren:free

Traditional manners at a shrine

（Howtopayrespect）し
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