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The Great Buddha

Kamakura

The seated Buddha, Amida

Nyorai known by the familiar

name of the KamakuI-a Daibutsu

is the principle deity of Kotoku-in

temDle・Itis a natlonaltreaSUre，

Constl－uctlon ofthe Daibutsu

began in l252 and continued for

approximately len years・The

costsofconstructlonthe Daibutsu

were met by the pl･iest Joko. who

successfully persuaded members

of the community to make the

necessary donati()ns. Among the

l-ecords of the temple, the name ol

Hisatomo Tanii aPpea'･s as a

craftsman responsible fol･ the

casting of the Daibutsu! alld a

man known as Go'･ouemon OhI10

appears in the temple lore, but the

designer of the original model and

many other details surrounding

theconstructlonrema'nunknown

to this day. It is thought that the

hall which housedthe Daibutsu

was destroyed twice by strong

windsin l334andin l369・

Records aI－e not cleal・forthe

intervening pel-iod, but it was not

re-built again aftel- 1he fifteenth

centul-v.
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