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Yabusame (Horseback archery) Festivals
on May 4th, 5th, and 6th

This festival derives from Minamoto-no-Yoritomo’s hunt at the foot of Mount
Fuji in the fourth year of the Kenkyu era (1193), which was dedicated to the
Shrine. This is considered as its beginning. In an opening ceremony on the
previous day of May 4th, a purification ritual is performed on the River-bed and
the Riding ground. Pilgrimages are also made to the subsidiary shrines. In the
main ceremonial festival on May 5th, an Ancient Horseback Archery, Rengyo (a
kind of training), and Ogasawara-school Yabusame Ritual are performed before
the god in the Shrine. These activities have been designated as intangible folk
cultural assets by Fujinomiya City.
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Autumn Festivals on November 3rd, 4th, and 5th

These festivals are to express gratitude for the year’s harvest. The shrine
parishioners enjoy themselves in demonstrating and driving respective festival
cars and floats accompanied by the festival music of Fujinomiya, which is also
one of the intangible folk culture assets in Shizuoka Prefecture.
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Mount Fuji

At the top of Mount Fuji, Sengentaisha penetralia is enshrined.A volcanic crater
(the innermost house of the Shrine) is Kakurenomiya of Asama-no-ohkami and
considered as a prohibited area. Its depth reaches to the 8th station. Around the
crater are the eight crests and walking along these crests is called Ohachi-
meguri. The highest peak of the volcano is 3,776 meters high.
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Main Deity Enshrined — Konohana-no-sakuyahime-
no-mikoto

Associated Deities Enshrined — Ohyamazumi-no-kami
and Ninigi-no-mikoto

From ancient times Mount Fuji has been worshipped by many people as a
sacred place where gods rest. The shrine history shows that Mount Fuji
erupted in the reign of the seventh emperor, Kohrei, frightening and
dispersing people to leave the land wasted. The raged guardian deity of the
Mountain was later appeased by the eleventh emperor, Suijin (BC27),
enshrining Asama-no-ohkami at the foot of the mountain. During the reign
of the twelfth emperor, Keikoh (AD110), Yamato-Takeru-no-mikoto,
relocated Asama-no-ohkami to Yamamiya and again the fifty-first emperor
Heizei ordered Sakanoue-no-tamuramaro to relocate the deity to the
present existing site in Ohmiya at the first year of his reign, Daido 1
(AD806), and so this magnificent shrine was built by him at that time. The
land of Ohmiya is blessed with abundant spring waters coming from Mount
Fuji and is the most suitable place where you worship a water deity to calm
the eruption there.
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Wakutama-ike (Sacred Pond)

A lot of rain and snow fall on Mount Fuji and are swept away springing out
around the foot of the mountain. In the eastern precinct you can find
Wakutama pond, which has been designated as a Special Natural Treasure
of Japan. Since the Middle Ages, this sacred spring has been used in a
purification ceremony for the people who climb Mount Fuji before their
start, which is shown and evidenced in the “Colored Silk Mandala of
Mount Fuji” (Kenpon Chakushoku Fuji Mandarazu) reportedly drawn by
Motonobu Kano in the late Muromachi-era.

5

MBI E LI RCRRTI S, AR T Ak FE] LA T B3
MR 7K. SEAARMN, A Ae o8 B SRR R AR D S I TR &
Mo FPHEPUSEERE L IBIAT, CPEAARERT T E D
HIE A, AREBFFIAEERE L. XA T ARSI AU TR
BifEHeE [EAEAELS%EPE] FrLMSENES.

9} 5 2} v} % (2} F o} o] 34))
FAAbe] WA o] v 9 £
Z A7 & EHUE EF=2 |

1o, ZUESdes dEY
EYHAVIFGEZ ANAHY =
S}FEFRFE O] QlTh F A 7] o] &
FA ko] L2 AR ELS &
S FEFRFE A A B &2 7] (H
AAy7] g8 2& AER)
st bA] A ake] FA T
. o] AL FEulX A
Z7)o I SRELERES} 29
FAEAF2FFA o= o = |
& 7 STt

ko o 2

=

“Colored Silk Mandala of Mount Fuji”
(Kenpon Chakushoku Fuji Mandarazu)
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Honden (Main Shrine)

Shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu built the existing shrine pavilions in the ninth
year of Keicho (1600) as an offering of special thanks after he won the
Sekigahara war (1604). They consist of more than 30 buildings including
the Main Shrine, Worship Hall, etc. The Main Shrine is two-storied and the
style is “sangensha-nagare-zukuri” (the number of columns is four) with
“hiwadabuki” roof (covered with Japanese cypress bark shingles). This
unparalleled structure is called “asama-zukuri,” and is designated an
important cultural property of Japan.
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