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Mt. Misen Summit

'New Year Ritual aทuaryل^ 1 to 3> I

Starting at 12:00 AM New Year's Day, I

special؛ rituals are offered for family (lap-pineSs, 'health and realizing wOrship-
ة pers’ wishes.
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Setsubun Warding - Off Evil.Ritual؛إ New ٧ear Ritual

(February 3>I!
Cable car ! After the Da؛-hannya Sutra Chanting

Ritua! for warding off evil, bean and□aisho-in

mochi rice cakes are thrown to bring in

أأالو-- good fortune. ' "

Setsubun Warding - Oft Evil Ritual
'Ceremony for Krtchen Knاves
(March 8>

The ceremony is held to give thanks to old
kitchen knives that, are no long'er usable. It

ff\ also offers a memorial senrice for the animals
!l' that have lost their lives.

Ceremony for Kltctien Knives

ire؛ Walking Ritualr

(April 15 and November 15)

Grand Rituals are held twice a year to
honor the Three Awesome Forest Deities

The Sacred Mountain of Mt. Misen
of Mt. Misen. During the Goma Fire
Ritual, which uses the Eternal Fire lit .0Mtه12 Misen is situated in ttte center of

Miyajinia Island, known as one of three

most beautiful scenic spots in Japan.

Tlte mountain was opened as an ascetic

holy mountain site by Kukai,

postltumously c؛tiled Kobo Daishi, in
the autumn of 806 wlten he underwent

ascetic practice for one liundred days

on the mountain. The fire lit by Kobo

Ditishi Is said to have been burning for

1200 years. The fire was used to liglit
tlte Flame of Peace in the Hiroshima

Peace Memorial Park. On the mountain

are various spiritual sites which remind

us of tlte holy deeds performed by

Kobo Daishi. The panoramic view from

tlie top of tlie mountain is magnificent.

Fire Walking Ritualyears ago, worshippers walk over burning
coals while praying for health

'Kannon Grand Ritual (August 102

It is believed that if worshippers offer pray-
ers to Kannon Bosatsu, or Deity of Mercy؛

on that day, they are given the same bless-

إ ings as if they offered prayers for forty- Kannon Grand Ritual

eigtit thousand days.

'Lantern Ritual (September 9 to 112Eternal Fire

Worshippers offer countless numbers of؛
I lanterns in the wish for an everlasting٧1.;؟ئجتworld؛
ج Lantern Mitual ' '

Miyajima MisenReika-do Eternal Eire Hall

Daisho-in TempleInformation about Climbing Mt. Misen
A ninety-minute hike up a fairly steep path from Daislio-in Temple

takes you to the top of Mt. Misen. On tlie way back, anotliet route
is aviiilable. After a thirty-minute walk to the station on tlie top,

you can take the cable cat back down tlie mountain.

210 Mlyajima-cho, Hatsukaichi-shi, Hiroshima-ken, Japan
739-0592 TEL(0829)44-0111 FAX (0829)44-0428

http:www.galilei.ne.jp/dalsyoin/
Open:8AM-5PM No admission fee is required.
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AdditionalInformation

?WhatIssyncretismofreligionsج

IntroductiontoBuddhistDeities
Daisho-inTempleInesotericButldbism,DainicinNyorai,orCosmicBuddha,isbelievedto

embodyBuddhistphilosophy,andodiervariousBuddhistdeitiesare
incarnatedinfiguresofDainichiNyorai.TherearefourgroupsofBuddhist
deities:Nyorai,Bosatsu,Myo-0,andTen.

Dalsho-inTemp!6!soneofthe

mostprestigiousShingontern-

piesinthewesternpartofJa-

pan.Inthe12thcentury,Em-

perorTobafoundedhisprayer

hallinthetemple.Thetemple

hadcloselinkswithImperial

Familyuntilthe19thcentury.

EmperorMeijlhonoredthetern-

piebystayingtherein1885.UntiltheMeijiRestorationof1868,

thetemplehadhadtwelveaffiliatedtemples.Italsohadaclose

relationshipwithItsukushimaShintostirineonMiyajimaIsland.

SyncretismofreligionsinJapanisalong-practicedجالال

religiousbeliefwhichincorporatedIndigenousShin-'H
towithBuddhisminpre-moderntimes.Fromthe-
8thcentury.BuddtiismtemplesenshrinedShintoi
deities,andaffiliatedBuddhismtempleswerebuiltI

intheprecinctsofShintostirinesuntil1868,whenIf;
thenewMeijigovernmentissuedabanforbiddingjji
Buddhismandstiintosyncretism.11'

(NyoraiJi
»

Nyorai,commonlycalledBuddhas,aretlie

highestdeitiesinBuddliism.Tlieyareliteones
wholiaveattainedenlightenment.Asasign

oftheirenlightenmentand!!.beralionfrom

desire,allNyoraiimagesarewithoutposses-

sionssuchasjewelryorotherornaments.
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®Why
do2٠الBosatsuwearredbibs? AmidaNyoralImage

(BosatsuJţi

JizoBosatsuimagesaredepicteddifferentlyfromI asthoughtheyweretheirlostchildren.

I SomeInformationaboutBuddhism

BuddhismisaworldreligionfoundedbyShakyamuni,orthe

historicalBuddha,inIndiaontheRiverGangesinthe5thcentum

BC.ThesupremeobjectiveofBuddhismistoreachBuddhahood

byattainingenlightenmentanderadicatingsufferingthrough

practicingShakyamuni'steachings.ItisbelievedthatBuddhism
wasintroducedtoJapaninthe6thcenturyAD.

Bosatsu.orBodhisatwas.aretheoneswhoare

undergoingascetictrainingtoattainenlight-
enment.However.Bosalsuarenotordinary

ascetics.Tlieyaretheoneswhoarecommitted

nottobecomingNyoraiunlessa1.1sufferers
oneartharesaved.Tosliowtheirdetermina-

tion.BosatsuimagesholdViuiousobjects.
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JuicbimenKaozeonBosaisuImage

WhatistheGomaRitual?

(Myo-0)l IAttemplesbelongingtotheSingonsect,you

mightseeapriestattheButfdhistaltarchanting

Shingonwordsandkeepingalittlefireburning.
ThisiscalledtheGomaRitual.Priestsburnsticks

calledGomathatholdtheprayersofworshippers

andchanttheShingonwords,askingformagical

powerfromttiedeities.
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M5,0-0deitiesaretlieenvoy.؟fromDainiclii

Nyorai,orCosmicBuddha.Theirfiercefacial

expressionsshowtheirshongdetermination
tomake11urnansfollowBuddhistteacliings.

TliefrighteninglyfacedFudoMyo-0.orIm-
movableKing,holdsaswordandrtipeasma-
nifestationsofIllsdetermination.

TheShingonSectandOtherBuddhistSectsInJapan

TheSliingonsectisknownasesotericBuddhisminJapan.The

sectteachesthathumanscanattainenlightenmentthroughrituals

combiningphysical,spokenandmentaldisciplines.ا

Shingonsect

®WhatisShingon?
NamlkiriFudoMyo-.Image Esoteric

Buddhismا

I.
(TenJ

! Tendalsect
Mahayatia
Buddhismf)

I'

IntheShingonsect,Buddhistpriestsandworship-ГГЯТ!؟‘

persclianttheShingonwordsintheancientIndi-,

anlanguageofSanskrit.Itisbelievedfhatthrough

chantingtheShingonwords,humansshowtfieir

allegiancetovariousBuddhistdeitiesandaeguire

blessings."NamHonzonKale”,meaning“1entrust

myselftoalldeities”,istheShingonpliraseappli-
cabletoalldeities.

Jodosect
1

Early
Buddhism

I dodo-shinsect

Ï
TenareoriginallyancientIndiandeitiesand

areguardiansofBtiddliism.Tenimagesare
oftenplacedclosetoNyoraior.Bosatsuim-

ages,sliowingtheircoiiimihnenttoprotecting
illesedivineentities.BislianionTen.symbol

ofvictoryandwealtli.isamongthem.

Ribza!sect

ΐ
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Hinayana
Buddhism

Zensect
Exoteric

Buddhism
Sotosect

'Ỉ Nichirensect

BIshamo.iiTenImage

KoboDaishiKukai,FounderoftheShingonSect

Kukal,posthumouslyknownasKoboDaishi,isthefounderofthe

Shlngonsect.In804,aged31,hewenttoTangChina.Hemastered

profoundesotericteachingsunderKeika,aleadingBuddhistpriest,in

thethen-capitalcityofXian.Hisachievementsincludeestablishing
thefirstcomprehensiveschoolforcommonpeopleandrepairing

irrigationponds.KoboDaishiisalsowell-knownas^neofthethree
greatestcalligraphersofJapan.

Tengu,IndispensableEntities^
totheHolySitesonMountainsi

SomeCommonPracticesat

Da؛shO"؛nTemple

■،«

Ì
Tengu.withwingsandfongnoses,havebeencon-
sideredtopossesssupernaturalpowerssinceancient
times.VariousTeiigulegendsandfailliswerecreated,

leadingthemtodeification.Tenguareindispensableặ
totheholysitesonIiiountaiiis.i

:٩ IPeopletypicallyrinsetheirhandsandmouthswithwatercontained

inthebasinlocatednearthebliomonGate.Whenstandinginfront

ofBuddhistdeities,itiscustomarytoputyourliandstogether,chant

someShingonwordswhileclearingyourmind,andbow.

I
ا

آل

- ا



Shiraاto

ΘAmida Ny.ral i
٨ prince of the Imperial แ'٤
Family served as die liead -بغ

priest of llie temple. He W\ğwas a devout follower of ỉếẳ؛،
Amida Nyorai, or Bud- -
dlia of Infinite Llglit, be- pflfilieved to take humans to íJÜ;
West Paradise. -

.Nlomon Gate
This serves as lire officia! gateway into tlie

temple. A pair of guardian king statues stiind by
the gate. Nio kings are believed to ward off evil,
and are determined to preserve Buddliist

philosophy on earllt.

Mt.Misen
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Waterfall
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©DaJshl-do Hal!
Kukal, posthumously known as Kobo Dtiishi,

founder of the Shingon sect in the 9lh century,
is enslirined liete.

©Dai-hannyaky. Sutra
Tlie six liundred volumes

of Dai-haiinyakyo Scrip-
ture were introduced from

India by a Cliinese monk
named Sanzo. It is believed

til it؛ touching tliese sutras

will bring you enormous
fortune.
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©Reíh.-kan Hall gJ4i-î٠liÆj

Tilis hall was established to

exliibit treasures possessed

by Daisho-in Temple.
These include the oldest

seated Fudo Myo-0 image
witli braided hair in Jiipan.

designated as an important خم
cultural asset by tlie centtal I
government.

©Ichigan Daishi
آلس If a worshippei- prays for only ن

one wisli, tliat one wisli is ا

realized tlnougli tlie mercy of ؟
Kobo Daislii, fouiidei' of the

Shingon sect.
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©Henjyokutsu Cave
111 this dimly lit cave ate the sand and tlie

principal Buddliisl icons of the eiglitj, eight
temples of tlie prestigious pilgrimage route on

Sliikoku. Woi'sliippers believe tliilt tliey are

given the same lilessings as people wlio make
tlie pilgrimage to ill؛ tlie temples on the orute.

.500 Rakan Statues
ř Lining the steps to tlie

temple are the statues ofددو
١i five hundred of.L؛،Shaka

Nyorai's disciples.Tliese

images all have unique|؛ء.ل
-.facial expressions
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©Belfry
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Daisho-iriTlie bell was rung to tellا
the lime in the morning,ا
afternoon and eveningا
in tlie past. Now it is :
rung to start the time for

woi'sliip.

Precincts Map
You will find countless Butldliist teacliings in

precincts. Simply standing liere and being exposerl ١
.1to the serene atmosphere may enliance your peace of \

mind. Also, following the numbered sites will offer
©Sutra Registration office you a comprehensive understanding of the temple. r/In this office, worshinners receive an acknowl-

edgement ftora the temple after offering sutra
transcription or recitation,

.!nformatlon Office
Various prayers and pilgrimages are registered
in the office. Items related to Buddhism can be

purcliased Itere.

®Namikiri Fudo Myo-o
Fudo Myo-0, or Immovable King, is an

incarnated figure of Dainiclii Nyorai

Cosmic Buddlia. Tlie image is characterized
by the fierce face to sliow his deteiniination to

destroy evil. Toyotoini Hideyoshi, one of tliree

great unifiers of Japan in tlie 16th century,

prayed to this image for safety at sea and
victory in battle.

ФМап¡ Wheel ®Aizen Myo-o ©Hakkaku Manpuku Hall
Spinning tlie wlieel is
believed to invite bless-

ings equivalent to read-

ing one volume of the

Hannya-shinkyo, or Heart
Sutra.

Kin؟ Aizen Myo-0 is be-
lieved to save liuraans from

worldly desires involving
lust or sexual passion, tlius

leading to enlightenment.

Miyajima's famous Seven Deities of Good

Fortune are enslirined in tills octagonal Itali.

Believed to invite good fortune, a ceremony to
appreciate tliese deities is lield on July 7th

every year.
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©Maniden Hall ..Ж;·โ Ế.
Maniden Hall is t Ite main prayer Itali w Itere

Sanki Daigongen, 01' tlte Three Awesome Dei-
ties of Mt. Misen, are enslirined. Countless

worsliippers come and pray asking for con-

tentnient in tlieir daily lives, good liealtli iuid
longevity. Prayers accompanied by a taiko drum

are offered every day.

ي١"الجا٠1..

Juichimen©٥.|;٠ل٠ Kanzecn Bcsatsu
This Image of Kannon Bosatsu or Deity of Mercy

has eleven heads, implying a commitment to
look for all living creatures on eartli to save

them. Tine image was enslirined at Itsukushinia

Shinto Slirine in the past. This fact shows tine
close connection between Slniiito and Buddliism.
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©Yakushi Nyorai
Yakushi Nyorai, 01' Medi-
cine 'Buddha, is believed to

maintain the liealth of

woi'shippers.

©Shaka Nehan Hall
The image sliows Shaka Nyorai, 01- Shaka

Buddha, entering Nirvana surrounded Ity

his sixteen disciples.
t; i Γ )}ị/เ: ỆỆ
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©1.00 Fudo Images ITthV

-Commemorating the succession of the current

(77tli) head priest, one thousand Fudo myo-0,

or Immovable King, images were donated by

woi'shippers. Tine Gonna Ritual of burning

wooden sticks on whicli prayers are inscribed
is Ineld at ten o'clock every moi'ning.

٠!

săة '٠٠
ii -ЧЦًا( ©Maniden Bodaisho Room

One thousand images of Amida Nyorai, or

Buddlia of Infinite Light, believed to take tine

deceased to West Paradise, have been donated

by worshippers. The temple's priests offer
eternal memorial services for the incestors؛ of

the worshippers.
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©Worshippers. Hall©MizukakeJizo

il Seven Jizo Bosatsu im-

ages are placed here, cen-
tei-ed on tine one believed to

redeem the spirits of de-
ceased babies and children.

Wofshippers pour water

on each of the Jizo images
to console the souls of tine

loved ones.

Worshippers can use this Inali for sutra

transcription between 9 AM and 3 PM. All
visitors are welcome to taste lierb tea

comprised of 1.6 lierbs for good healtli.©Sand Mandala
A gigantic mandala using colored sand depicts
the divine figure of Kannon Bosatsu, the

symbol of mercy. The nnandala was made by
Buddhist priests from Tibet.

©Rokkaku Sabo Tea Room
A cozy tea orom operated by tine temple is
sintated near the Niomon Gate. It provides a

relaxed atmosplnere to tine visitors.
©33 Incarnated Kannon

Images
©Hochozuka Monument

Kannon Bosatsu, or Dei-

ty of Mercy, is believed
to have been incarnated

tlnirty three tinnes to save

the common people from

their suffering. To show

gratitude, thirtj, tinree

incarnated figures are
placed Inei'e.

A ceremony to give
thanks to old kiteinen

knives tlnal are no

longer usable is held
before tlnis monunnent

on March 8tin.


